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Mimi with resident Yorkie "Honey Love

# and Scott Mahan, embrace urban living in their Elizabeth penthouse in the Pearl District.

MATCHMAKING HAPPENS EVERYDAY. DREAME RS EVERYWHERE PLACE BLIND FAITH IN ONE PERSON TO MATCHMAKE

A CAREER, A MARRIAGE, THAT PERI

AND SOPHISTICATED LIVING SPACE,

AND OUT, COMPLETELY FROM SCRATCH. THIS WAS A MATCH MADE IN LAKE OSWEGO. THE

TIAL CITY DWELLING IN PORTLAND'S SOI

CT HOUSE OR, IN THIS CASE, THE HEART AND SOUL OF THEIR HOME INSIDE

: AN ELEGANT

The story begins amidst the cosmopolitan streets of Chicago where Scott and Mimi Mahan first met.

A diagnostic radiologist, Mahan did his residency at the University of Chicago and met his wife Mimi, a windy city

native. From Chicago, the pair moved to F

surfing, one of his many outdoor passions.

“We were just starting off,” says Scott,

lorida, Scott’s native state and the waters where he first indulged in wind-

“and got one of those Visa cards in the mail offering a free companion

ticket — we had no money, so I signed up and said where are we going to go?” A colleague from Portland

suggested the Mahans visit Orego

n. Mahan recalls his perplexed and questioned response, “Oregon? Why would we

go there?” The Oregon colleague regaled the pleasures and wonders abound in the state, namely windsurfing in Hood
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Intrigued, the Mahans flew to Portland with their companior
windsurfing near Hood River. “For five days, there was no wil
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somewhere new.

A year later the Mahans left balmy Florida for the rain-






For two years, the Mahans met with
their design team (Pozarich, her daughter
Heidi Beck and Grand Basset Hound,
“Augusta”) almost weekly, immersing
themselves in blueprints, flooring, wall
colors, lighting, furniture and accessories.
Before the unit was finished, walls were
moved, doors were added and wiring for
intricate lighting was installed, truly cus-
tomizing the space. Their 2,600-square
feet would have only one walled room,
the bedroom-the rest would be an open

living area.

The Mahans pored over issues

of Architectural Digest provided by
Pozarich, collecting styles they liked and
didn’t like. “We knew we liked the New
York Penthouse look,” says Mahan,
“having lived in Chicago, we definitely
wanted functional but elegant.” The
overarching vision: classic, timeless, New
York savoir-faire.

Several road trips and reconnaissance
missions to the Seattle Design Center
showrooms ensued. “We wanted to see,
touch and get a sense of the fabrics and
furniture,” says Mahan. A color scheme
developed reflecting their lifestyle and
providing an urban oasis.

“Scott and Mimi love to bike, wind-
surf and walk everywhere,” says Pozarich.
Hence the tranquil, calming colors, “they
come home to unwind.” Soft silk window
coverings, diaphanous layers of bronze
frame Oregon peaks Mount Hood, Mount
Adams and Mount St. Helens from their
Northeast city view. Hues of lagoon,
taupe and champagne shimmer from
custom designed carpets, draperies and
furniture throughout the loft, creating a
luxurious and reflective quality. Custom
designed tables in deep mahogany wood
with an espresso finish accent the
dreamy silk hues that flow from room
to room.

Each hand-made rug gracing the

warm maple floors was designed by
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Tufenkian, a rug company sustaining
artisan craftsmanship, bolstering the
economy and community where the car-
pets are made: the Katmandu Valley in
Nepal. Paintings by local artists, one by
Georgeana Ireland, in romantic abstract
expressionism complete the serene and
stately decor.

“I remember going to work one day in
mid-July,” recalls Mahan, “we had recent-
ly moved into the loft, but it was not yet

furnished. I came home that evening, and
the place was basically done, pictures on
the wall, everything. It was unbelievable.
It looked better than we imagined,” he
says with delight.

Now four years after matchmaking
from suburb to city to designer and pent-
house, the loft is truly home and the
Mahans call Pozarich not just their
designer, but a great friend, too: a match
sealed in the Pearl. m
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